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PRESS RELEASE – WEST END PARTNERSHIP, LEEDS 
 

WEST END PUT FOUNDATIONS IN PLACE FOR LEEDS’ FUTURE 

When the developers of the West End Partnership united to invest £1billion into a five star financial 

district, much was said of the space set to attract global businesses to Leeds. 

But the partnership between Town Centre Securities, MEPC, BAM Properties, KW Linfoot PLC and 

Bruntwood is more than that. They understand that a vast regeneration project is not just about a 

collection of buildings alone and that social responsibility is vital to its success. 

Richard Lewis, director of Town Centre Securities (TCS) said: “International businesses need a well-

connected space where professionals are linked as part of one common goal.  

“They desire a business community with strong eco-credentials, employment opportunities and 

business wellbeing. As such we have made a firm commitment to West End businesses and wider 

areas in Leeds.” 

“For example, we recognise that the workforce play a key role in the future of the city. University 

students in Leeds are firmly part of that and it’s important that we support their continued 

development.” 

True to their word, TCS, together with their Founder’s charitable trust, pledged over £3.5m worth of 

funding towards a purpose built student services centre. The site now houses a six-storey building in 

the heart of the campus with a one-stop-shop and key student administration services. It proves that 

TCS are serious when it comes to social responsibility and it’s no surprise that this commitment 

reaches their own developments. 

“We are dedicated to creating a place where businesses can not only operate from day to day, but a 

place where people aspire to be. We strive to achieve that by creating a dynamic community that is 

part of the fabric of the city.” 

Marking a major mile stone in the £1billion development, TCS constructed a bridge that knits 

together two key communities for the first time in 800 years. The bridge (West End Arch) connects 

West End and Holbeck, increasing walk-ability around the city and contributing towards the 

reduction of cars on the roads.  
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Adding to the accessibility is the Riverside Walkway which links the business community to Leeds 

train station. The completion of the walkway has also been a great success and has made the 

journey to and from the train station not only pleasant but quick. 

When it comes to construction, MEPC is just one of the developers waving the flag for sustainability. 

The company’s Wellington Place site will be one of the first in Leeds city centre to use innovative 

concrete technology to help their customers save energy.  

Rick de Blaby, CEO of MEPC said: “We aspire to build a reputation of goodwill by being accountable 

when it comes to social, ethical and economic issues. Our aim is to provide workplaces that reflect 

businesses’ own values in regards to sustainability.” 

The company’s Wellington Place development will use the thermal properties of concrete to help 

mitigate the cause and effect of climate change. 

Overnight when the office is empty, the concrete structure will slowly cool using outside air drawn 

through windows that automatically open. Then in the day, up to 30 per cent of heat generated by 

office activity will be absorbed by the cooled concrete, which in turn will cut energy consumption 

linked to the use of air conditioning. 

“We focus on CSR as we understand that within the bigger picture it is an important part of business. 

Our sustainable developments are planned around this ethos – including our new marketing suite 

which is made out of reused shipping containers.” 
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PRESS RELEASE – BLAKEDOWN LANDSCAPES OPERATIONS 

 

PLAUDITS FOR COMPLETION OF STEEPLE MEMORIAL GARDEN 

Blakedown has received great feedback following the completion of landscaping works at 

Steeple Memorial Gardens in time for the British Royal Legion’s Commemoration for the battle 

of Gallipoli. 

Steeped in local history, the garden was primarily used as a pedestrian route into the town 

centre. The aim was to transform the site into a quality open space that was not only attractive 

and relaxing, but paid homage to the site’s heritage. 

The garden was the location of the first church in Bexleyheath. It is also the town’s War 

Memorial and garden of remembrance for local civilians who lost their lives fighting in conflict 

and killed in the Blitz of the Second World War. 

Works included installation of granite paving, play equipment, bespoke tree grilles, and a 

bespoke gateway feature fabricated in corten steel. Granite benches were also installed with 

one being engraved. Soft landscaping included turfing and planting. 

Mark Taylor at London Borough of Bexley Council praised Project Manager Ash Ramsey for how 

he had managed the scheme and how the local residents were impressed with the team. 

“(We) are very happy with the overall experience of working with you and your colleagues. We 

had a number of challenges with the project, but your crew all approached them with a can do 

attitude. 

“For a project of this complexity and land the length of time the public were excluded from the 

main site is unheard of, which demonstrates how well Ash and the crew managed the project 

themselves”  

 

Bexley’s Mayor attended the commemoration event on 25th April and also commented that the 

park and the war memorial looked “fantastic”. 

Coverage: 
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http://prolandscapermagazine.com/blakedown-praised-for-completion-of-steeple-memorial-

garden/  

http://prolandscapermagazine.com/blakedown-praised-for-completion-of-steeple-memorial-garden/�
http://prolandscapermagazine.com/blakedown-praised-for-completion-of-steeple-memorial-garden/�
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BLAKEDOWN LANDSCAPES OPERATIONS – NEWS 

 

BLAKEDOWN TURN DERELICT LAND INTO ‘RIVERSIDE PARK’ 

Work has started in Newbridge to transform a patch of waste land into a ‘Riverside Park’ for the 

community. Caerphilly County Borough Council appointed Blakedown Landscapes Operations to 

create a recreational space from an area of land under the A472 Trecelyn Viaduct. 

 

The scheme, worth £560,000, will involve the construction of a cycle pump track, an outdoor gym, 

seating area and improved lighting. Landscape improvements will also be made to the footpath 

leading from the town centre. The pillars of the viaduct will be treated and repaired in preparation 

for the installation of artwork chosen by young community members following a number of 

workshops in schools. The works will conclude with the installation of street furniture, grass seeding 

and planting. 

The development forms part of ‘phase 3’ of the major Newbridge Regeneration Programme which 

has received £16 million investment, partly through the European Regional Development Fund 

(ERDF). It also brings to life the vision of the members of the Newbridge Community Partnership 

who have been working to create more outdoors spaces within the town centre. 
 

http://www.blakedownlandscapes.com/blakedown-riverside-park/ 

Coverage to feature in June edition of Horticulture Week

http://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/News/News-Bulletin/March-2015/Newbridge-Riverside-Park-on-track�
http://www.blakedownlandscapes.com/blakedown-riverside-park/�
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PRESS RELEASE – FUTURE 50 

 

FUTURE 50 – UK’S HOTTEST ARTISTS TO EXHIBIT IN LEEDS 
Fifty of the UK’s most exciting artists have been handpicked by curators Ceri Hand and Liz Aston to 

exhibit their best work at the first annual Future50 exhibition taking place in the city from 12-6pm 

between 21 and 23 November 2008 at PSL [Project Space Leeds] on Whitehall Waterfront in Leeds. 

All the works on display will have affordable price tags (£200 - £3,000) and unlike traditional 

exhibitions, visitors will be able to take their purchases home with them there and then. 

Contemporary art specialists will be on hand to offer expert advice and information about the artists 

who include Sarah Staton, showcasing at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Rachel Goodyear, currently 

showing at Tate Liverpool and Lia Anna Hennig, shortlisted for this year’s Jerwood Drawing Prize 

Exhibition. 

Timandra Gustafson, Executive Director of Axis the organisation behind Future50 said: “Leeds is 

known for the quality of its shopping, but the city has no commercial art gallery.  The exhibition 

provides the opportunity for art enthusiasts and first time buyers alike to shop for and view the 

future of British art and buy work at accessible prices from artists who undoubtedly are the UK’s 

future frontrunners.” 

Deborah Green, chief executive of Marketing Leeds said: "Leeds boasts a rich cultural and creative 

heritage, so it comes as no surprise that our city has been selected as the location for the Future50 

exhibition. Not only will it bring some of the UK’s most dynamic artists right here to Leeds, but in 

doing so, it will ignite interest in the city with audiences nationally, and help to further cement our 

position as one of the leading cultural hubs in the North. Leeds art gallery already houses a world 

class collection of 20th century British art, but Future50 will be a magnificent addition to our offering 

and a fantastic development for the arts scene across the UK." 

All work will be available to view and to buy online from 1 November 2008 at 

www.axisweb.org/future50.   

http://www.axisweb.org/future50�
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PANTIN HOTELS – PRESS RELEASE 

FEMALE BUSINESS TRAVELLERS CAN GET FIT AND FEEL PAMPERED 

AT LEEDS’ NEWEST BOUTIQUE HOTEL 

With studies predicting that over 50 per cent of all businesses travellers will be female within the next five 

years, Leeds’ newest luxury boutique hotel, The Ellington, is making sure it goes that extra mile to 

accommodate this growing market.  

And it’s not just attention to detail such as incorporating good lighting, large mirrors and the very best quality 

bedding and linens, which make the hotel one step ahead of the competitors. The team at Pantin Hotels, who 

plan to launch a range of luxury boutique hotels across the UK and Europe, have also taken into consideration 

newer trends which reveal that more than 65 per cent of female travellers like to incorporate relaxation and 

leisure time into their business trips.    

With this in mind, each of the 35 exquisitely designed rooms offer an in-room entertainment centre which 

includes iPod docking station, satellite TV and free Wi-Fi. The centres can also be linked to Nintendo Wii 

consoles and female guests will be provided with the Wii Fit package to ensure that they can still indulge in 

their daily exercise routine. Guests can then choose from 40 different exercises across four areas of training, 

including Aerobic Exercises, Balance Games, Muscle Workouts or Yoga poses, all from the comfort of their 

hotel room.  

Comments Sally Rouse, Pantin Hotels’ sales and marketing manager: “Feedback from female guests across the 

sector has shown that they prefer not to use anonymous hotel gyms as they feel uncomfortable exercising in 

strange surroundings and mixing with male guests from the hotel. By providing the Wii Fit game, women 

staying in the hotel can exercise in their rooms in private, which is also much more convenient for the busy 

working woman.”  

The provision of brand-name products is also one of the top three requests from female business travellers 

and The Ellington is the only hotel in the North to offer the world-famous Bulgari brand toiletries, which are 

available in every one of the elegant, marble tiled mosaic bathrooms. 

And it seems female business women in the region are enthusiastic about the hotel as a welcome addition to 

the luxury travel market, comments Deborah Green, chief executive at Marketing Leeds: “As a business 

woman, I often find myself staying in hotels in different cities and have noticed that the facilities are not 

always very female-friendly. I would not consider using a hotel gym or eating alone in a hotel restaurant – but 

this would not be an issue at The Ellington as the in-room facilities and services will be second to none and will 

therefore enhance Leeds’ reputation as one of the UK’s most female-friendly cities.“ 
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Client: Blakedown Landscapes Operations 
 
Construction News 
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Client: Blakedown Landscapes Operations 
 
Horticulture Week Online and Print 
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Client: West End Partnership 
 
The Times 

 

 



Emma McCarthy |m: 07828 576719 | e: emmajemccarthy@gmail.com 

Client: West End Partnership 

Property Week 
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Client: West End Partnership 
 
Construction Today Europe 
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Client: Aldi 
 
Gravesend Reporter 
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Client: MEPC Wellington Place 

Yorkshire Post 
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Client: AXIS – Future 50 

Yorkshire Evening Post 
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Client: Arts Council, Creative Partnerships 

The Sentinel, Weekend Edition 
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